THE   BEGINNINGS   OF   THE   MIDDLE   AGES

About 825 Louis the Pious granted a privilege to David Davitis,
and Joseph, and their co-religionists, resident in Lyons.1 They
were exempted from the tonlieu and other dues imposed on traffic,
and placed under the protection of the Emperor (sub mundeburdo
et defensione). They were allowed to live in accordance with their
faith, to perform their religious offices in the palace, to engage
Christians ad opera sua facienda, to buy foreign slaves and to sell
them withipL the Empire, and to exchange goods and otherwise
trade with whom they pleased, and therefore, if the need arose,
with foreigners.2

What we have learned of the Jews from the Formulae is con-
firmed by what Agobard says of them in his opuscules, which
were written between 822 and 830. He angrily emphasizes the
wealth of the Jews, the credit which they enjoyed at the palace,
the charters which the Emperor sent to Lyons by the hands of his
missi, and the clemency of these tnissi toward the Jews. The Jews,
he says, were supplying wine to the councillors of the Emperor;
the relatives of the princes and the wives of the palatines sent
presents and clothing to the Jewish women; and new synagogues
were being built.3 This is almost the voice of an anti-Semite speak-
ing of the Jewish "barons/* Here, incontestably, we are dealing
with great merchants who were indispensable. They were even
allowed to employ Christian servants. They could own land; we
have proof of this in respect of the "pays de Narbonne," where
they owned estates which were cultivated by Christians, for the
Jews did not live in the country. As early as 768-772 we find the
Pope complaining of this state of affairs.4 They also possessed
estates and vineyards at Lyons, at Vienne in Provence, and in the
suburbs of the cities. These they doubtless acquired in order to
invest their profits.

The commerce in which they were engaged was generally

1  M.G.H. FORMULAE, ed. ZEUMEfc, p. 310.

2   COVILLE, Op. tit., p. 540.

3  At Lyons. Cf. COVILLE, op. cit., p. 54*.
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